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news release
SOUTH TEXAS HEARING SCHEDULED ON WHITEFLY PROBLEM
For immediate release, Friday, April 3, 1992
WASHINGTON -- The House Agriculture committee will hold a
field hearing April 14 in South Texas on the economic damage
caused by the sweetpotato whitefly and what can be done to help
farmers cope with the pest, announced committee Chairman E (Kika)
de la Garza, D-Texas.
The hearing will be held Tuesday, April 14, in the
auditorium at the Texas A&M Research and Extension Center at
Corpus Christi, located on Highway 44 between Corpus Christi and
Robstown. The hearing will start at 1:30 p.m.
"The sweetpotato whitefly is wrecking havoc on the
production and finances of many fruit, vegetable and cotton
producers around the country. Whitefly damage in California and
Arizona has been widely reported. We are finding out that South
Texas which produces a significant amount of our nation's citrus,
melons, cotton, and vegetable crops has also not escaped the bite
of this voracious insect," Rep. de la Garza said.
The Texas Agricultural Extension Service estimates that
whitefly damage in 1991 cost Lower Rio Grande Valley farmers $22
million in cotton crop revenue and $29 million in vegetable
production losses. The extension service also estimates that
pest control expenses have risen to 30-40 percent for many
vegetable crops.
"Our hearing will examine the extent of the whitefly problem
in south Texas, what is currently being done to combat the pest,
and what else the Federal government could do to help farmers
control the pest," Rep. de la Garza said.
For further information, contact Joe Dugan on Rep. de la
Garza's staff at 202-225-2171.
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